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Volume 12 The best (and only) 


The every-now-and-again newsletter of the Michigan Technological 
University Science Fiction and Fantasy Society, otherwise known as 

* the Permanent Floating Riot Club, or PFRC, for you acronym driven 
people out there. 


The articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the editor, PFRC, or the University. However, they probably do 
reflect the views of the author at the time the article was written. 
Those views may or may not have changed since the article was 
written. 


Unless an article has a byline, it was written by the long suffering 
editor, Jenn Ridley 


From last year's president, Rob Gieenhoe: 
First of all, | was forced to be President. 
Second, | was forced to write this article. 


The year (1988-1989) | was President was sort of a holding year so 
that we could figure out what to do because over half the club left 
for some reason or another. So basically we did nothing except start 
planning NanoCon, but that wasn’t until later in my term, like May. 


My main objective was to do something every meeting, which, if you 
have ever been president, you know what kind of problem that is. | 
pulled it off, sort of, but probably not very well because there isn’t a 
whole lot that you can do in Houghton other than watch movies. 


This is all I’m going to say unless they force me to write more. | 
shouldn't have to write. I'm an engineer. 


Address list 

No, I'm not going to put an address list in this, or any of the next 
few issues of the Riot Act. There are just too many people to put 
in, and i'd be bound to miss more than a few, not to mention the 
fact that our address list is by no means current. What | will do 
is this: If you want your name on an address list, either send it to 
me at the address elsewhere in this rag, or give it to me in 
person. If you want a copy of this address fist, tell me so on the 
note with your address. If you don’t want your name onthe 
address list, and you don’t send me your address, you won't get 
another Riot Act. If you want the Riot Act, but don’t want your 
name on the list (and want to give the editor even more.of a 
headache and more work to do), send me your address with a 
note to keep it off the address list (John says | should charge for 
the privilege of keeping addresses off the distributed list). If you 
know someone whom you don't think will get a copy of this rag, 
er, newsletter, and would like one, let me know, and we'll check. 
If you have their address, great!!_ Gimmel! ; 


By the time the next Riot Act is ready,-1'Il have a list of addresses 
a ae and I'll send it along with, but not as a part of, the next 
iot Act. 


How I Got Into This, of, A Classic Example of 
Insufficient Reluctance 


Yes, | know that this Riot Act is more than a little late, but it’s not 
really my fault. | left da Tech in 1988, and came back in the fall of 
‘89, ‘cause John-wanted to try starting a business. 

In October or November, | ran into Rob in downtown Houghton, and 
he mentioned that he'd like to get the Riot Act started again, and 
(silly me) | said that I’d be willing to edit the durn thing, as long as | 
didn’t have to write it. At the next PFRC meeting, Rob brought the 
Riot Act up, and | got bushwacked into actually doing the e iting 
(and a fair amount of the writing, too). 


| placed a request for submissions (over-polite for saying "gimme 
stuff to put in it!!") -- and emer italy enough, | actually got some!! 
(No thanks to Fred!) Any article | got and didn’t put in this issue will 
be saved and will probably show up in a future issue of the Riot Act. 
Yes, | am_ planning to do more of these (gee, am | silly, or what--no 
John, don’t answer that!!!}. 


Riok 


Late Winter/Early Spring 1990 


a tenn! 


Number 1 


t in three years 


From this year’s president: 


Hello, and welcome to the president's report. I'm your host, 
Christine Pellar-Kosbar and I'll be telling you what’s up in the PFRC. 
Not much. Well, alittle, First, we ran a teeny tiny version of a 
aming/science fiction convention last September called NanoCon. 
Much to our surprise, people came. We even made alittle 
money on it. (Not much, but enough to get a pizza for everyone who 
helped out.) Anyway, we're going to do it again. If you're interested 
init, there should be another article in this Riot Act that gives some 
details. 


Other than that, we’ve been doing the normal PFRC things -- ’ 
Halloween parties and December 44 Christmas parties. Ve did 
manage to do a non-PFRC type thing by making a recognizable 
statue at Carny. We built "Robot" from Lost in Space. We wanted to 
build the Enterprise crashed into a snowbank, or the big orange 
monster from Bugs Bunny (you know, the one who always wears 
sneakers}, but neither seemed buildable. Due to the amazing 
similarity of our robot to the Robot in the actual show (two non- 
intoxicated people recognized it}, we've considered building a robot 
every year from now on. So send your robot ideas to Thud, Head 
Flunky, Wads, MTU. It might get to him. (Ed. note: for a more 
reliable address, try the Ridleys’-- it'll still get to Thud.} 


What else? We've been trying to come up with a Carny theme so we 
don't get stuck with these lame themes like "Hollywood Comes to 
Sno-ton". Tim Eisele is to be credited with "BRRilliant Discoveries 
and Ice-ventions."*(A good theme because we can build a robot for 
it.) Send your carny ideas to Thud, too. 


Last, but not even close to least, PFRC is trying to get everybody to 

Minicon this year so we'll be able to hold.a better NanoCon next 
ear. There is pou to be a PFRC room (hopefully a cabana). All 
FRCers are asked (though admittedly not very politely) to volunteer 

and help out at Minicon. That way we'll learn more for NanoCon an 

we might someday be Fan GoH again. Also, volunteering is the 

way you meet folks. So just do it, okay? (BUT you don’t have to 

have Nikes.)} 


Well, that’s all | can think of. Oh, Batman sucked. Bye. 


Profound question number 4: How would our world be different if 
William Shatner had had a heart attack before auditioning for the 
part of Captain James T. Kirk?? 


pagements/meddiags/awgsats 
“entanglements' 

If anything is wrong (or simply outdated) let me know, either in 
Perec or by writing.to the address to be found elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 


Engaged: 


Roxanne Meida & Bruce Schneier 
Peggy Seman & Brent 

Liana Omann & Ron Winsaur 
Matt Miller & Shannon O'Brian 
Dan Ehle & Hester Butler 


Married: 
June 4, 1986 


April, 1988 
... Feb 25, 1989 


Pete and pee | eee ore a) Richardson 
ini Kasten 


Gary Lindley & Ann O’Reilly.... 
Brian & Tammy (?) Mellert ... 

Mark & Mary (Powers) Mac.. 

Kyle and Chris Pellar Kosbar 
Steve & Vicki (Marquardt) Krause.. 
Marshall Muller & Jean Jambas 


Dec 9, 1989. 
March 24, 1990 
Rug Rats 


Rachel, Amanda 
Rodney 


Ovasi-Preude-t 


(tune: My Bonnie lies over the Ocean) 


! Chorus: | 
We belong to a club in the Northland AC, DC 
Whose name is the PFRC It doesn’ 


There are other things people call us 
But we will not tell them to thee. 


We come from the Ice Planet Hoton 
We've winter nine months of the year 
We're not quite at the end of the world 
But we certainly see it from here. 


Chorus: 
Oh bring back, bring back 
Oh bring back my dogsled to me, to me 
Oh bring back, bring back | 
Oh bring back my dogsled to me. 

; Chorus: 
It was started by Captain Al Deuster 
A madman as surely you'll see 
His rocket was missing a booster 
Like most of the PFRC. 


*NOT gender specific, but it’s real tough to get he/she to scan properly. 


n't matter to me, to me 
It cooks watt dogs ; 
Almost immediately. 


We all go to SF conventions 

_ If we didn’t we wouldn't be here 
We go 500 miles for one reason 
because we metabolize Bheer! 


We build us all sorts of contraptions 
: Costumes and blinkies galore 
And if they don't lock us away soon 
: We'll show you what some of it’s for. 


Stand back, stand back _ 
Here comes a PFRC techie 
. Stand back, stand back 
_ He'll* flash you so that you can't see. 


Our club has a monthly newsletter 

It's filled with all sorts of good cheer 
Sometimes we don't get it out, though 
The last time it took us‘two years. 


Chorus: 

Riot Act, Riot Act 

It’s time to do it again, again 
Deadline, one month 
Perhaps we can do it in ten. 


If you lose yourself somewhere forgotten 
And you find yourself ending up here 
Stop in and we'll give you a backrub 

You really have nothing to fear. 


Chorus: 

Don't add, don’t add 

Don't add any verses to me, you see 
If you do we'll 

Perform a lobotomy free. 


This filk was written by Gini Kasten, Gary Galiencki, Pat McLaughlin, Tim Eisele, Bill deBeaubien, "their respective multiple personalities and God 


only knows who else," sometime in early 1983. 


Why the above was included 


At this year’s Christmas party -- held at our place on December 44 
(Jan 13) -- John and | discovered that a large fraction of the current 
club members are neos as far as many of the Fannish things that 
PFRC:(and ASAKCA, and GT} members do. So, to remedy this {at 
least pestle ly) have decided to include the “Quasi-Pseudo;Official 
Filk Song" of the PFRC. As some of you may not know (and you _ 
know who you are) filk songs are new words set to:old tunes, quite 
often to folk songs. "FILK" was the result of a typo in a convention 
program. Seems that there was going to be a sing-along during the 
con, and instead of describing it as folk songs, the program had "filk" 
songs. There probably are other stories about the roots of filk as a 
word, but this is the most prevalent one. | will probably be running 
other PFRC/GT/ASAKCA created filks as space allows. 


Of glowing pickles, and other things to freak out cats 


The Carny party was also held out at the Ridleys. 


Some foolish person had told John about Mr, Wizard’s appearance 
on the Tonight Show where he had made a watt-pickle glow. A 
watt-pickle is just like a watt-dog, except that one uses a pickle 
instead of a wiener. And you don't intend to eat the pickle 
afterwards. 


Well, John tried it, and it really does glow -- bright greeny-yellow 
almost chat te it also emits a HORRIBLE stench. It buzzes, too, 
It’s really weird! My living room still hasn‘t gotten over it -- neither 
have the cats. Of course, they didn’t speak to us for a.week after the 
Christmas party (you know, "How DARE you let all these people into 
MY house??") 


Movie Brawl! Review 


Ed. note: This all started when Chris began lambasting Batman at PFRC meetings. We were unable to coerce her into putting her views into print, 
but Laraba and | had already written our rebuttals, and, rather than leave out a half page of text that | really did need to get the layout to work, | 
decided to;run the rebuttals, and let you figure out Chris’s views on peat below. If you really want to know what Chris thinks, in her own 

words, ask her. 


Why | Think Batman. .. 

... Was, if notiquite the best movie of the decade, pretty gosh darn 
wonderful. | think this poor film needs a little representation, since 
our eloquent president has poured heaps of abuse on its head since 
it dared to come out. 


First, | was thrilled by the whole look of the movie, especially 
Gotham City. The first shot of Gotham’s buildings hovering over her 
populace like mutant cauliflower hooked me. With increasing 
delight, | took in the Joker's purple-plush-and-water-pipe decor, and 
the weird forest outside the bat-cave. And the bat-wing, with its oh- 
so-incredibly- contrived shot against the moon was terrific. 


Our stalwart leader points out some flaws in the main characters of 
the movie. It is true that Vicky Vale and Bruce Wayne do not exactly 
epitomize the perfect relationship. On the other hand, Vicky Vale 
wears very classy clothes, all particularly unsuited to climbing 
around buildings and being gassed. She also screams well. 


Bruce Wayne/Batman is psychotic. (Ed. note. According to Michael 
Keaton, he’s a psychopath} However, he has:a great jaw. That jaw, 
lus his raspy voice, convinced me, at least, that he meant big-time 
usiness. | liked his ears, and the way his cape would spread 
menacingly when he was terrorizing hoodlums. 


Even Chris has admitted that the Joker is excellent. | especially 
loved him rubbing off layers of flesh colored make-up to reveal 
white make-up. And beneath that was no doubt another layer of 
flesh colored: make-up, and then white, and then flesh. . . it quite 
boggles the mind. The Joker also laughs a lot, and destroys TV's. | 
approve of both. 


‘Last, but not least, | enjoyed the enormous improbability of the 
whole movie. | especially delighted in the totally ineffective police 


force, who stayed home eating TV dinners as the Joker (a seif- 
peed killer) paraded the streets of Gotham City with 100 foot 

alloons. | also like Vicky and the Joker climbing the cathedral 
stairway without breathing hard, much less passing out. 


Hey, | bought the video the first day: it came out. 
Laraba Parfitt 


Batmanas... film noir? ... SF? 

One of Chris’s main complaints about Batman seems to be that 
Bruce Wayne is a sicko -- after all, he got Vicky drunk and then took 
her to bed with him. Of course, this doesn’t let her completely off 
the hook, because she did keep going back. Now, as a decent film 
critic would be able to point out {not that i'm claiming to be one), 
this scenario is fairly common in film noir, where the protagonist of 
the film is at least as twisted as the villain. The entire film is a very 
dark, very bleak view of life in Gotham City. The only real decent 
people in the whole film were the family from out-of-town, and they 
get killed off in the first ten minutes of the movie. 


Besides, there are just too many things just the teeniest bit wrong for 
our Earth. The architecture of Gotham City, especially that of the 
cathedral and City Hall, is just too spidery and too tall to be feasible 
onthis world. For that architecture to work, the gravity of the planet 
would have to be about two-thirds that of Earth. Another argument 
for the other-worldliness of Gotham City and its environs is the 
Batmobile itself. The armor onthe Batmobile is impossible ina 
world with Einsteinian physics -- it had to have been in hyperspace, 
or at least ina time displacement. There was nowhere on the car for 
the armor to come from. Ergo, science fiction (alternate world at the 
very least). 


which will w 


7 : Tim's Corner | 


Playte sting of 4-way sla ughter at the Christmas party exposed some problems with the original rules, so here is a revised rules set 
ork better. Four-way slaughter is a variant of chess designed for four players, each of whom has one quarter of the board. Two sets of 


(not identical} chessmen, and 200 counters of some sort (glass beads, dried beans, pennies, or whatever) are needed, 


The initial arrangement of pieces for each player is shown 
below (King in player’s corner: 


P=Pawn 1 point (8 points total) 
N=Knight 2 points (4 

B=Bishop 3 points (6 

R=Rook 5 points (10) 
Q=Queen 8 points (8) 

K=King 14 points (14) 


Total points for each player, 50 


Promotion Points: when a player captures a piece, he receives promotion 
pales for the capture, according to the table of point values shown above. 


ather than making a move in any given turn, a player may use these points 


Obviously, the first move will have to result in a piece being ae 
captured. All pieces move as in normal chess, except for the 
pawn, which has quite a bit more freedom of movement than it 
used to: 


The pawn can move to either of the 


squares marked x if they are 
unoccupied, or can capture any 
opposing piece-on one of the squares 
marked c. The squares it cannot move 
to are the ones closest to the player's 
home corner. 


to promote a piece to a higher rank, provided that the player never has more of any rank than he started the game with. For example, if a rook has 
been captured, a pawn may be promoted to a rook at a cost of four promotion points, but the player can never have more than two rooks, 


Replacing 


ieces: As a move, a player may choose to replace a captured pawn by placing a pawn in any vacant square inside his original territor 


at a cost BF two promotion points (one point for repiacement, and one to promote to pawnhood). The one point replacement cost is not gained by 
whoever captures a piece, but is permanently gone. (The reason for the replacement charge is to keep the game from going onforever,as © 

otherwise it would be almost a zero-sum game, and by the time only two players were left the number of points flying around would make pinning 
down and destroying the last opponent nearly impossible. The replacement charge provides a constant sink for points, and forces the game to end 


within a reasonable time, like two or three hours). 


Checkmate: Checkmate is pretty much irrelevant in this game. A king may be captured by any opposing piece. When this occurs, then the kingless 
piavel can promote any piece to king (provided that the promotion points are available) and be back in the game. The player capturing a king gains 


ull promotion points for doing so. 


player who has lost his king and does not have the points to make a new one continues to play without one, 


under the following restrictions: no pawns may be replaced, and the only promotion allowed is to king. A player is therefore not completely done 


for until his last piece is lost. 


It should be noted that points can be used for more than just promoting pieces. They are also useful for bribing other players into temporary 
alliances, hiring a kingless player’s pieces as mercenaries, and similar Machiavellian activities. 


Tim Lisele 
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NManoCon report 
Okay, here are the details on NanoCon 2, the next generation. 


1, Barry B. Longyear -- a definite maybe. (with funding assistance 
from the Counseling Service, PFRC, the Humanities department, and 
ASAKCA (hint, hint). 


2. GAMES, GAMES, GAMES -- We need GM’s, especially for such 
archaic games as D & D. 


3. Food -- we'll have something, we just don’t know what yet. 
4. Hucksters -- if we're lucky. 


5. ART of TIM -- everyone able to study the Art of Tim this year had 
better get crackin’. He may be leaving soon. AAAAAGH! 


6. HARO and SCA --' Haro’s Anime went over so well this year that 
they are a far more definite maybe than others. 


7. Movies -- yeah, why not, they’re easy. 


8. Ideas -- Please!!. If you have any, send them to Thud, Head 
Flunky, 121 Wadsworth Hall, MTU, Houghton, MI, 49931. 


That’s all-folks....... 
Chris Pellar-Kosbar 


HELP the archives! 


PICTURES -- If you have any pictures that are PFRC/ASAKCA 
related, and you have extra copies of them, we'll be glad to take 
them off your hands. We'll even put them in an album and keep the 
archives updated. If the pix are labeled (names, dates, events) that 
would be great -- it’s really hard to expect Gary and Bob to be able to 
identify everyone who's in the pictures. 


RIOT ACTS -- if you have copies of old Riot Acts stashed away ina 
closet somewhere, or waiting in the kindling box, or wherever, we'd 
sure appreciate it if you'd send them to us. They come in real handy 
for story ideas, besides being a source for tales to regale 
neos/rookies with. Right now, all we have are a couple of Mary 
Lynn’s, one or two of Cecile’s, Guy's "I killed the President" issue, 
Bill’s 1984 issue and a copy of Steve King’s non-distributed one 
pager from 1987. 


Spoacer-D-Neo 


Just before we moved to Houghton last fall, Pete Richardson called 
me up and asked if | could do a little spying for him. Never one to 
turn down a little friendly covert activity, | accepted. "Find a PFRCer 
with no money," he said. "What's the punchline?" | asked. 


It seems he and the rest of their party weekend group had come up 
with a neat idea. Every year, there are acouple of. people inthe 
group (PFRC, that is) that can’t afford to go to Minicon, either by 
hook, crook, or misdirected student. loan. This is a crime against 
humanity, or at least a darn shame. 


The members of this group, along with others that they had 
contacted, are, in contrast with most active PFRCers, gainfully 
employed. Their plan is as follows: | keep an eye out for anyone 
looking dejected while the usual spirited conversation involving 
rides, crash space, indigestion, and other pleasant Con miseries take 
place at meetings. Find out if this dejection originates from 
monetary problems; if so, then present them with sufficient funds to - 
(barely) cover the traditional first Con weekend that we ail hold ina 
special place in our hearts, to wit: A fifth of a Ford Escort (or 
equivalent space) for 350 miles, a tenth of a double room (or 
equivalent nodding off at various parties), a couple of square meals, 
and roughly a hundred Consuite donuts. The conditions: said 
persons (two) should be PFRC members, should be Neos (never 
been to a Con), and must each work at least four hours as either 
Twinkie, Gopher, or Badger. : 


| did this. This year’s recipients were at Minicon 25. 


We will probably try to-do this again next year, if we can keep all the 
PFRCers from coming to parties at our house in hobo parade guise. 
If anyone has anything useful to contribute, contact Pete or me. 
We'll let ya know how the effort goes, or at least put a half an hour 
on your phone bill. . 


John Ridley 


The DIRGE is alive and well!!! At the Feb. 10 meeting, we had two 
birthdays to "honor" with the dirge, and rather than doing it twice, we 
did it once, but as around. The recipients of this dubious honor 
were suitably impressed -- of course, they were the only ones who 
had to listen!! Tim says it was the worst dirge he ever heard -- 
strong praise, when you consider how many renditions Tim has been 
privileged (?) to hear or assist. 


Money}! A subject near and dear to many hearts. 


if any oh-so-exalted ASAKCA would like to help in the effort to bring 
eau B. Longyear back to Tech, or if you would like to contribute to 
PFRC in a general way, there are two methods: ‘ 


1. Send a contribution via the Alumni Association, but be sure to 
designate the gift to MTUSFAFS, or else MTU Vultures (sorry, 
Ventures) will get it. 


2. Send a contribution direct to PFRC, either to the Ridleys address 
(please note on the envelope -- and yes, PFRC will get it), or to the 
Union address (125 Memorial Union, MTU). s. 


The advantage of option one is that you can deduct your. 
contribution on your federal taxes. (You could do that with option 
two, as well, but it probably wouldn't hold up if yeu were. audited.) 
A further advantage of option one, if you live in Michigan, is that you 
can take one-half of your contribution-off your state taxes, subject to 
a few limitations. You can’t do that with option two, but if you want 
to stay off the Alumni Association’s giving list, two is the preferred 
way (and believe me, they have one and they keep it up to date -- but 
they don't note the designations in their giving records.. When the 
money comes in designated, they put it in the correct account, but 
just record the amount of the gift in their records.) 


Fame and ; 
.., Well, ok, no fortune... but the undying gratitude of the editor 
await!! This offer open only to a few hardy souls!! 


If any of you ASAKCA or GT types want to submit articles for future 
RIOT ACTS -- current PFRC members are always expected to have 
articles to submit -- the editor (and her husband) will be ever 
grateful, (assuming that "ever" runs until the next issue is coming 
due). We'd love to have updates on what you're daing, where you 
are (sort of like "Whatever Happened To .. ."), or any other neat 
things that you'd like the current crop of PFRC, ASAKCA, GT, and all 
your friends {or enemies) who get this to know about. 


PFRC 


c/o MTUSFAFS, 
125 MUB, MTU 
Houghton, Mi 49931 


OK folks! Here it is. TA DA!! The address you've been waiting for! ing 
Ridleys 


“ 406 Second 


Houghton, MI 49931. 
Attn: Riot Act 


This address is for: 

# Articles / ‘ 

# Additions, deletions, changes to the entanglements list 
* Stuff for the Archives 

# Addresses for the address list 

# Carny ideas 

# NanoCon ideas 

# Contributions to the PFRC Speaker fund 

# Any other stuff you think would be neat to have put in this sucker 
# Letters to be forwarded onto authors 

# Letters to the editor 


We will be moving to this address by the end of May (1990). if you 
want to get something to us before then, the address is: : 
Jenn Ridley 

c/o Computer. Mechanix 

Portage Plaza, M-26 

Houghton, MI: 49931 

Attn: Riot Act 


For those of you who might be interested, this newsletter was laid 
out on a PC compatible using Word 5.0A and a LaserJet printer. The 
fonts are Giyphix™ Bongo Biack, Avant Guard, and Obelisk. The 
dragon and PFRC logo are .PCX files imported from CorelDraw. 


Bulk Rate 
Permit # 19 


Houghton, MI 


